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BLAINE COUNTY’S MOUNTAIN OVERLAY DISTRICT

• ORIGINALLY ADOPTED IN 1974 AS A HILLSIDE ORDINANCE. 

• TOM BLANCHARD – “WE DIDN’T WANT TO BECOME ASPEN.”

• NO BUILDING ON HILLSIDES THAT HAD A SLOPE OF 25%

• REFINED IN 1987

• CREATED A “SCENIC CORRIDOR” THAT FURTHER LIMITED DEVELOPMENT ON THE HILLSIDES

• 2012 – THE MOUNTAIN OVERLAY DISTRICT WAS ESTABLISHED AND MAPPED. 

• THIS GOAL CREATED A WILDFIRE MITIGATION TOOL, WAY AHEAD OF ITS TIME. 





BLAINE COUNTY FIRE CODE

• MOST RECENTLY ADOPTED IN 2021 – ADOPTING THE 2018 FIRE CODE

• DOES REQUIRE THAT ALL ROOFS, NEW AND REMODELED MUST BE NON 

WOOD CLASS A MATERIAL

• ALSO STATES, HOMES “SHALL PROVIDE A MINIMUM DEFENSIBLE SPACE 

OF THIRTY (30) FEET SURROUNDING ANY OCCUPANCY.” 

• THIS IS DEFINED AS “VEGETATION THAT REDUCES A MEANS OF 

TRANSMITTING FIRE FROM VEGETATION TO STRUCTURES OR FROM 

TRANSMITTING FIRE FROM STRUCTURES TO VEGETATION”



COLLABORATION

• 5B RESTORATION COALITION

• STARTED IN 2013 AFTER BEAVER CREEK FIRE

• HAS WORKED COLLABORATIVELY TO DEVELOP PRIORITIES, BUILD STRONGER PRIVATE-PUBLIC 

PARTNERSHIPS, AND ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE OUTCOMES.

• DEER CREEK RESTORATION

• BALD MOUNTAIN STEWARDSHIP

• UPPER BIG WOOD PROJECT



GRANTS

• HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION GRANT

• STARWEATHER AND HEATHERLANDS

• LANDSCAPE SCALE RESTORATION GRANT

• COLLABORATIVE FOREST ENHANCEMENT 

• MORE COLLABORATION, URBAN FORESTRY, RIPARIAN AND FLOODPLAIN 

FOREST HEALTH



LIVING WITH FIRE 

PHILOSOPHY 

EFFORTS

• PARADISE, LAHAINA, AND 

PALISADES/EATON URBAN 

CONFLAGRATION FIRES

• NO HOMES IN THE HILLS BUT 

EMBERS COME OFF THE HILLS.

• HOME HARDENING EFFORTS

• WUUII FOR ASSESSMENTS

• MINI-GRANTS TO ENCOURAGE 

WORK TO BE COMPLETED



BUILDING MORE HIGH-TECH 

CAPABILITIES

• GETTING HI-RES DATA TO COMPLETE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF 

WILDFIRE FUEL RISK

• ASTRO MAX DRONE

• LIDAR

• MULTI-SPECTRAL CAMERA



Living With 
Wildfire: Removing 
Barriers to 
Defensible Space

• Sun Valley recognized the need to reduce 

permitting barriers and uncertainty around 

tree removal and landscaping and encourage 

noncombustible, ember-resistant building 

design so residents can better protect their 

homes from wildfire.​



Sun Valley made wildfire mitigation easier—
without removing oversight

Before 

Landscape standards prioritized appearance

•Vegetation screening was required around structures and 
utilities.

•Tree removal required permits and design review.

Code update 

Wildfire risk is now explicit

•Standards recognize defensible-space needs while 
balancing neighborhood character.

 

After  

A clearer path for residents

•Qualifying vegetation can be removed through a 
streamlined process.

•Oversight remains for sensitive conditions.



City of Sun 
Valley 

Landscape
578

May 1st, 
2025



City of Sun 
Valley 

Ordinance 
582 

October 
2nd, 2025



HURDLES

• 78% OF LANDS ARE PUBLIC LANDS

• IDAHO STATE TAX LAWS

• COUNTIES CAN ONLY RAISE THEIR PROPERTY TAX BUDGET BY 3% A YEAR, WITHOUT A PUBLIC VOTE TO 

INCREASE LEVY RATE, REQUIRES 60% OR 2/3 APPROVAL DEPENDING ON THE AMOUNT. 

• CITIZENS VALUE PRIVACY OVER WILDFIRE MITIGATION (FOR NOW)

• INSURANCE IS BECOMING MORE OF AN ISSUE

• HAVES' VS HAVE NOTS – COST OF DOING HOME HARDENING

• CITIZEN WHO MOVED IN THE 70S-80S, RETIRED, HOUSE WORTH MILLIONS, BUT NOT A MILLIONAIRE.

• NAVIGATING THE FINE LINE BETWEEN THE ENVIRONMENT, THE CLIMATE, AND WILDFIRE RISK 



WHO WILL END UP DRIVING THE BUS?

• GOVERNMENT?

• INSURANCE COMPANIES?

• INDIVIDUALS?
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